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JCE ona time, In England, thero
were bwo brathers nomed Nick-
E jeby who had grown up o be
¥ very different men, Ralph was
Jou very vien and miserly monoy-
lender who gained hiz wealth by
persécuting the poor of London—n thin,
cold-hedrted,  orafty mon with o erucl
smile, The pther, who lived In the coun-
iry, was generous, but poor, so that whan
he dled Be left Lile wife and two ehildren,
Micholas and Kate, with hardly o penny
1o keep them  from starving. In  thelr
trouble the mother deeided to go to Lon-
don and try tao obtaln help from her hus-
band's brother, Ralph Nickleby,

Ralph was angry when he learned Lhey
Ll come to London, for he loved his gold
better than anything clse In thie world,
He lved' In Golden! S8quoare, o very rich
part of ‘the eity, ‘in o groat fing lhouse,
all olofe =ave for onp servant, and he
keptionly one elerl. This elerk, who was
nimed | Noggs, had one  glies  eye  and
long, bony fingers which he had an -
Cepmfortable hubit fef rcracking together
when he spoke 1o ony one. Tie hnd onca
Deer rlehy bub he had ‘glven his moneys
10 Raiph Nicklehy to invest for him, and
1ha money-londer had ended by golling It
all, Bo that ‘the foor man at last hod to
beoome  1ha others eclerk,  When ha flrst
gnw Nicholus and Kale, I\ngg-; WiLE BOTTY
enough  for them,  becanse lie knew it
‘would be litla help they would get from
thelr  stingy, uncle

Nigholga was  proud-meitled, - and his
very Learlng angered the noney- -lender,
e ealled him i young puppy, and ‘n

Cpoauper besldes, Lo, which Nicholog replied
with heat and spirit.  His mother sie-
coeded  In. smoothing things  over, 'and
‘though Talph “Nickleby from ilng mo-
ment hated tho. boy,! yel he' grudeing-
1y promised her iu gob him o situntion ds
atencher,

The' schunt thn miser gelected was one
called “Dotheboys Iall,!! a long, cold-look-
ing, tumble-tdawn building, one story high,
Jlinca dreary part of the country, It De-
‘longed to a man named Squeers, achurly,
ruffiantly hypoerile, who pretended to the
world to' be ol kind,! fntherly master, but
An et treated his puptls with sucl cruels
1y 'that the only ones. ever sent! thers
" were poor little orphans, whosa gunrdinng
were | gladoto get/Tid of them, | Brgueers
hid nnoolly, wrinkled face, and flat ehiny
Tadr, brushed stralght up from bis: fore-
hiteid, (T8 gleaves wers'too long and his
trousers too: ghort, and he carried n leath-
er whip In his pocket topunlsh the boys
with,

Ars, Squoers was afat woman, who
wore n solled dressing gown, kept her halr
in papers all day, and | alwaya had i
yellow handkerchief tled arotind her neck,
Ehe was ns cruel as ler hushand,  Thoy
lind ane doughter nnd o son nomed Wack-
ford | Squeers.  The Intter they kept as
plump  as eould. be, ‘so. he would sorve
g anadvertisement of the-school; tha
rest of the boys, however, were pale and
thin.

No wonder, for they got nlmost nothing
1o enl.  Tor dinner all they had was
bowl of thin porridee with n wedgo of
VLiread for o spoon. When they had caten
the porridge  they ate the spoon. Once
A ‘week they had Lo swallow o dreadful
mixture of brimsions and sulphur, beeiluso
this dosa tool away thelr nppotites and
they aie less i for soveral doys after-
ward, They were made to- sleep five In
w, jbed, wnd were poorly eclothed, for
whenever i new hoy eame' Mrs, Bqueers
1ook his clothes away from him for Waek-
ford, and made the new boy wear any
old ones st coulidt find. Thoy were al-
lowed  to wifte ‘only letiers telling how
happy they were there, and when leiters
came for @any of them, Mrs. Bqueers opan-
e¢d them firat ‘and took for herself un:.'
money they eontalned,

There wioe no attempt at uernhlug nt
Datheboys all, The looks wers divty
and torn nnd the 4§ WEre Bourecrosws,
All the hoys were made to work hard nt
chores about the place, and were: flogged
almost evary day, s0 that their Hves were
milserable,  Whal Boueers: wanted: way
the moncey thely guardiens pald him for
Lkeeping them.

This was the kind of sehool for which
lag Tound himself bired ol very low
i toncher, e knew nothing nbout
lnwever, il t‘IIJULItl Himaelf lucky
His - uncly heo bade his
yo nnd (ool the
Noags, Ralph
Wiy thers to

i oyet,
and

maother and at
conch for Dothe
Nickelby's one-cyed
meg him off, and put o letter dnte hls hood

clork,

as ls startod.  Nleholus wos 80 sad ot
leaving the two he  loved best inothe
world, that he thrust it Inw Wis poeket
and for the time forgot all about 1L,

On hig arrival o doy Nicholas's henrl
gink dnto hls boots, When' he saw, the
boyg pathered in Lhe barn, which sorved
Yor o school-room, he wis reoady (o die
with shung 1 nl] gust o think he wos
10 he a teac Nob place.  But ha

hiad np mon nhe hbm buok to Lop-
and beeanse o did not want (o nike

dan,

s mother and Koate ughoppy, hie weote
1hent 1 5 he could. CT'he
Jettir Iven him b remen-
bored ot 1t told him the
writer fearod g aele hiadd decelved lilm
In regard to the hool, and said 10 Nieh.
ol needed s Trlend ot ¢ e, he
would  fnd one n llm,  Nog Thede
kind wordg from the old el brought
48 v ng's @Yo,

Of all the
pitled most i
whom' Squeers bl mdde

wiretehed boyvs (hare Nlcholas
pov Jellow named Smike,
oodrudyge, Tle

wis tall | nod Qunky aml o owepe oo Hitle
boy's sult, tog | ghort tha arms& and
Jegs. Tle had boen p sl thero when o

child;, and whooyor
dignppenre
his Keep,

bl hrouvght him had
el et no o money 1o yay for
gurs's  crueltles hed mode

the unfortuniate bid slmcple-mi Hi
glded this he wou lame. Nicholus belped
Smike all he could, and the poor [ '

wias 50 grateful thot be followed the other
phout Ike & slave,

wia miserable, for ho kndw Smikn would
by eanght.
Mg, Hqueers ‘retlurned,
tim, | Whoen Bgueers arrived Smlke 'was
tuken from the celtir, whre he had: been
lopked up, and brought. before the
sombled boys for a public thrashing,
At tho rain of brutel blows whileh ‘bes
gan Nichelns's blood bolled, 1o stepped
forward,  criing’ “Stopl! ot andwor
Saueers stritcle him| savagely I Litel fnoe
with his lieavy ruler. Then Nlcholas threw
nwny hleself-control, andleaping on the bul-
1y, the unmensured dellght of the \boys,
took ! the ‘ruler from himiand lhms]lml
fiim untl he‘erfed for merey,' All Lhe
while Mrs, Sgueers wans trying to drag the
viotor away by hils conttall,] Sehile " the
spiteful Mlss Fauny threw Inkstonds at
his hend.

Whoti s arm was tived Nicholas E’I\B
Saqueers, o final blow, whieh knoeked him
gensoless into o corner, coolly went! to
his rooin, packed hila few belonging in o
vundia and left Dotheboys Iall forover.
o was 230 miles from London and: hnd
very little money. Snow was falling and
for, that night he toek refuge in anh emptly
parn,, ‘In the merning he awoke, startled,
ta sea o figure sitting by him. It was
Smike, who had-. raiim\r‘d him;

Tha noor erettinre’ fell, on hl!: knees,
“TLet me'go with you" he cried, 1
want ne clothes: and 1 'cin "heg my . food.
1 'will be your falthrul servant. Only let
me. go with you.'

HAnd | so  you  shalll"

srld ‘Nichelas,

dlfforent :1imctlo|1r. to find J:im. Nleholas |
Buro enough on the apcond aay
draggling herivies

ns-
| blas wes o thief mnd a seoundrel; that ha |
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thad trled’ to ‘murder  her rather and) all

tho puplla of | Dotheboys  Hall.

o be sure, Lhey nelthet of ‘them De-
Heved It but!lt made them. very wnlhap-
py.. Justi the satie.
Ralph was veadlng  them: the: lnst 1lha
of tha letter in came Nicholagl | ¥ou may.
bo stire lie comforted them and told thom
it was i le. Mo told Ralph what he

which mado his unelo angrier than ever.

Then, seelng that hils presence was
making | thifes worse, andirealizing ‘1n
what poverly, 111q dear
(hint they' were! so avholly l‘lepeudant on
Ralph. for help; Nicholas eame to'n very
brave, determination. o told them'ihat,
a8 ha epuld not help them nhlmaelf, ha
would go ! awny from - them until his for-
tune hettered, | 8o, bldding them good-Lye,
and tellipg his unels he woild ‘lteep wateh
over thf_'l\l and {f any harm came ta them
wauld hold* ‘him (Ralph) accountnble, ho
went sadly haek to his garret room and -a
Smilke, :

TTo. trled hard for some days to find
nsftunlios: but fwlled. ano’ he would not

take! money from  NOEES, who was 80

"\\'ill’l’.‘[‘ WITH a.l\GER, NICHOLAS CONFRONTED THE

* o

E PARTY.”

“Como) | He rose, tnok up his bundle,
guve hig hand to Bmike and so they sot
out tewiard London together,

HOW NICHOLAS BECAME AN ACTOR,
Mennwhile Ralph Niekelby, the money-
jender, had ‘glven Xate and her mother
leayk to llve In & rickety, unocoupled
horse races,, Floogambled awiy aliihe
pullding: on an old wharf, but Noggs, the
clerl, . himeself cleaned nnd furnished one
of Its rooms so that L was falrly eom-
fortable,  When' they were setiled Ralph
took Kuate to n dressmnker’s, where he
got her o sltuntlon, hoping thus they
would not eall on him for any money.
The dressmaker was Madamoe Manta-
linl, Her real name was Muntle, but she
thenght the other sounded’ better, | Her
husband was oo plump, lazy man with
huge slde - whiskers, who spent most of
hig timie porling them and  betting on
horse riees,  Ho o gomibled awy all thy
money Mudame Mimtalind made, but he
pretended to Le terribly fond of her, and
wi nlways calllng her his “lle falry'”
and  hls Cheart's  dellght,! so that the
sllly woman  always forgave hime 1o
tried {o kiss Iate the flrst doy, which
made her dotest him,

At Madamo Alaniallni's Kale had to
atand up all day trylng on dresses for
rich lodigs, who wors often rude 'to hap,
And because (hey preferred to bo waltoed
ou by the pretty, rosy-chocked girly tha
ugly forewoman hoted the cohild, and did
ull she could to muoke her unhappy,
CLSate's mother weed to walt  on the
street corner outside each evenlng, nnd
they would walk home together,  ‘Thay
lind no dden what trouble Nigholag wik
having wll o this  time, eauge  he' hnd
written them sueh cheerful letters, and
whenaver thoy  felt  sadder than . usual
they would comfort themselves hy think-
ing how well he war gettlng nlong und
what o fine positlon e naao,

It they eould have acepn him when hp
Tinally gol to London after running ewoy
from Dotheboys Holl they would harcdly
huve Enown him, e nnd poor Smike
Loth weve hungry and muddy. and tired,
Remembering Nogg's Kind Jetter, Nich-
olus flret went to the Hikde garret where
e elevke Hved, and through him he found
W cheap room on the roof of the allding,
which We rented for himself nul Smilke,
Then he started out to flod his mother
and Kate,

e would have gone very foast 4 hoe
had guessed what was happening or how
Budly fute had Geen treated by HRalph,

Boueord's doughter wi umed Fannie, The evening betors, w8 I huppened,
Bhg hud red hoalp, whic cp flve | Bnte bad been dnvited Ao dinper gk er
exact rows on the top of b 1. Bhe | unele's fine houge, and therg shio it et
thought herselfl very b and oan | twe dissipated  young men—Lovd Freds
onee fell In love with sholus, As De | eriek Versophv and Sle Mulbarey  Howle,

could not help showing that Ly dld not
Jthe her, Miss Fanny grew splieful and
{0 revepge begano W perscouto” Bmlke,
knowlng Nicholas liked: hing

‘Bmike #slood t\hig a8 long og he eonld,
but Al last ong doy he ran away, Equeers
was furlous.  He tpok ona ohise

] ; g ul Mrw,
Buueers anviher, u:ad.i_gy'uy_ they went in

the latter of whom hed looked at her
and talked o hep so oeudely that ghe had
indlgnuptly left the table and gong home,
Bhae had not slopt s wink that nlght, and
the next morping to make her ond her
mother wrotehoder sl Bulph Nickelby
cilled with n letter he hod fust yecelyed
from Funnle Bgueers, decluring that Nich-

poor himself. 8o ak last, with Smike,
he set out on foot for Portamouth, which
was n' seaport, thinking that they might
got o chance to go as sallors In some
ship,

At an
olas, met
change -all' his plans.
wns ' Mr., Vingont Crumples. ' Whon Nigh-
olps | first snw him in the Inn he was
teaching his two sona o' make-belleye
fight with Bwordas, They were practle-
ing ‘for n play, for Mr. Crumples was
manager of a theatre in Portsmouth, and
he proposed that Nicholas joln: the com-
pany. and hecome nn - acter.

There seemed nothing elge ,to do, so’
Nloholas ngreed, and next day they went
to 'the Tortsmoutll Theatre, where ho
wod Introducad to all the company. It
wins fovery euripus mixture. Therg was
Mrs, Crumples, 'who took the tickots, and
little  Misa Crumples, whom the bills
eallod  Uthe Infant  Phenomenon,'’ and
who was always sald to ba enly ten years
old. There was o sllm young man with
weak eyes, who played the lover, and o
fut mpn. with n turned-up  npse, who
played the Tunny countrymaen, and o
shabby old man whoee brenth smelled of
gin, who plwaye deted the | good ‘old
hanker with gray slde whiskers. ' Then
there wis the Indy who aeted the role
pf the wicked ndventuress, and all the
athers,

Nicholas il to hegln by writing n pluy
which hod parts for all of ‘them, and it
proved a great suceess,  Smike, whom
o drilled himself, took: the part of a
hungry  boy, and he lopked so storved,
anyway, from-hig lf2 with Sguecrs’ that
he was tremondously, applauded,  One ol
the other nctors wos' so Jewlous ot the
play's success int he sept Nicholns o
ehallenge to g duel, bk Nieholps wihiged
o to the stago iffore 1he whole compaoy
pnd knoekoed the actor aagwn, and aller
Wit hie had no trouble and. was o gront
favariy,

e might lnve stayod o
with Mr, Cramples's thentrs,

fnm, on way, however, Nlch-
i min whe caused him to
This: man's name

]
long  timo
for he had |

tirned quite o lttle mopey, but one dny
e gol o lettor from  Noggs, Lthe 1-Iurli.
lellingg Wb that ol was nol ‘well awith
| hlg mother and Kaote, and without walls
Py an hour he reslgnod from the came
puny ond with Binlke set out agaln for
London.

§ NIIIOLAS

COMWS
RESCUR,
Noggs wae right, Tlph Mickelby had |
never eedired Loopersceute Iate pnd e

1O ICATIE

H"-'tlu:r. In fact, when be had Inyited
Kol o the dinner ar which she hod b.-un
Insulted ft was fop hla own eyl purs
poge He hogd done so. haplog ' she might

!n::u_uss. the faollsh young Lard Verisopht,
whose ynoney he wis hoplng to got, and
whom he wished to-atiroot to hls Louse.

The young noblemnn, as Ralph hod ins
topded, 1edl o In love with Kale's aweet
face at wnee, pndd feund eut from’ hop
phele wheve nhe Jlyved,

She hod lowt hur flret positlon wl ihe

his family - and had ron off with one; af

Antll theny Just as,

thotight of  him o in stern’ langtnge,’

ones waore, und:

Lfour men, - of course,

-ground,

|
|

A(Tor. 'Mr, Muntal!ni hod

ser 41N the! shoriff. hnd’|facized {the
4lire)y nid he wns noting now as come.
panlon 1o ninrs, Wittterly,/ntpile, nn:

guld lady who ) gonaldored  hor golt /o vary,

fashlondble/lady, fndeed, and was AlwoyH
suffering i froni linaglnary allments, Lord
Irederkek lands 8ir Mulberry Howk cama
often to; lhe’ hatise, prolum]!ng ‘to fintter
Mra. Wititterly,) hut reatly  to sec Hate,
vho sheartlyFdisglileda’ thém' both,  Mra
Witltterly, last. camn ta) realize | that
tho! two'imen. ht swhose attentlong she’
hid'felt so! flattered veally eared only/ for
her young! !!companlon,'! and,| balng valn
nud Jealohs,(’ehe, tormented nnd seolded!
tho fpoor s!rl ti]l her llfe waa o burden,

At 'Jens'th. rnulmg that shn could bum-
itingilongar, TICnte went to® Halph dnd’
begged ‘him with | tears to help her. finid:
ancthel altiation, but| the money-londer
rafused ‘o nld hor. Noggs, | ! heclerk, .
gorry for. her; jut could; do nothing ex-
cent 4o writa o SNicholns, and this was
fho rodsbn.for) the letter that! hrought
Nicholps | _punt'hnslu baok to: Londan,.

Just what kind of parsecutlon Ilate ‘hm!l
becn’ subjectud to! he learned’ by’ nccldent
always a8 sunn ns he got thora\_

As he'sat!in'n cnffes holies he, suddenly
heurd the words, /'L ittlo Inte Nickle‘hy o
spoken by - man behind him. He turnéd
and  lstened, Four men wihom he: hnd
never geanwere drinking ton.sts to hor,
and Nicholay grew hot with rage at tha
ccnrse words! they used, ‘Sitting thare,
sritee able to contain himself, he’heard
thie whole atory, of hiz uncle Rulph's plot,
he' heard hfs’ sisler's ufforings deérlded,

v goodness ‘jeerpd at, her. beauty mada |3 1

tha subject of Insolent jests, | One of ‘the
was' Lord Frederick
Veritopht, 'nnd* tho coaiwgst and mokt
vulgan of ‘them all, os may be| guessed,
was Sir Mulberry Hawk. i

While with mnger, Nicholas canrronted
the party and throwlng down hisicard un

iha table, ‘Acclared that the lady In‘ques-: |

tlon  wis - hls) sigter;: and demanded  of
Hawk' hia hnmn Hawk’ m!used to ans
swer, leholna dpnouncna him agin’ llm'
and 0 cpward, and geating himself, swore
the (other should |not leava his slght! be-

Afore e knew who' halwas, | i %

When' Hawlk m..tempf.ed to enter- his
earrloge, Nicholas ‘sprang on' to'the step.

“Tha other, in o fury, struck him with/the
‘whip, and Nicholas, wranahing “1th trom

him, with ona blow‘ laid ‘open ‘Hawk's
eheek, (The = horse; | frightenéd ‘at' the
strigzle, starled ‘oft ‘at m terrific speod,
and Nicholas felt himself hurled to the
As he rose, hg saw the runaway
hnrse whirllng across the'payement, up-
set the carrlago with o erash of breaking
gines, - Nlicholis hmi no doubt that :the
man it held had heen frighlruny hurt, I
not” killed, He felt faint from his own
fall, and It was with diffculty that he
resiched Nogg's garret whither, hefora tha
adventure In the ebfne, room, ‘he had eent
gmiko to D.nnﬂunce hiu coming, 1

Hlis first step now was to wrile a letler
tn  Ruph, telllng him that he 'at last
knew what a villaln he was, andythat he
and ‘hia past him joff forever, with shameg
thit they had ever asded’ his ald, Next
Ady Nicholan toolk Kate from the TILt-
terly house and his mother from her poor
todging, 'and rented them rooms: In an-
plher part of the ‘elty. Then he started
out to find some employment for himself.

For a long flme: he was unsuccessful,
but one day (and & very lucky -day,
Nicholus thought It:ever afterward) he
met on the street, & ! round-faced, Jolly-
locking old gentleman, withi whom he fell
into convorantion,’ ‘and before long, with=
out knowing It, he: lm.d told him all his
iroikles,

This old gentleman, wasg nnrmed Cheery-
ble, and e firm. to: which ho helonged
wuas Cheeryble Brothers, 1o and his
twin brother hadicome to London, baro-
fuoot  when they were boys, and though
thoy had grown yery rieh, they had never
fergeoiten what [t was Ao be poor and
wretehed, | Tho old | gentleman " asked

“Nleholny ' to coma, with him to'his office, '

and thero thoy mot lhe other My, Cheery-
blo,

Nicholng could scarcdy tell them a.pul't.
for they wers allke ns two peds, T'he,
wole preclaoly the same Blze, wore u.lothua
Just allke;, and laughed In the same diny,
'hey pich hud even logt exactly the same
nutiber of teeth, /They wero loyed by
ivoryoody, for  they went through  life
doipg guod wheprever. they could, . Thoy
hoth liken Nicholas' et once, and the ups
glint was that they gave him n/pesition
I thelr counting'' reom’ and rented o
plensant cottage nonlr Ly for hie mothar
il Wato,

go thore Nicholas  teok up  wopk and
Lhey were alls happy and comfop tahla=
vy differeny fram. Ralph Nlckleby,  the
money-lenidar, In hig £ine house, with ‘only
the memnory of s own “Ickedr_mﬁ tor
COpany.

4, WAL M \]’I'E}Nlﬂn TO NYRRYBODY

Rolph Nickleby's  halred: had |been
growing doy by day, A8 he could ‘not
horm Nicholug ‘now, ho tried to. hurt
hiny through Snilke, 1o Hent for Baueers,
| and the lattey, finding Bmlke nlona ong
Cuy mn the muel, gelzed him, put him
Li ' coish ang started i Lake: him back
Lo Dotheboys Hallvo But: lucklly hig yie.
ime ereaped and get bask to Lendon,

Pren Hafph formod a' wieked' plat: to
K2t Flke surely dn theld hunds, © He'
Nru‘ A muy tal olajny that he! wag~tha
hw'x fn o, whe g firkt taken him m
Brucurs's quliool,, BUNESEs, Loo; L wOLs
this “lylng  tale. [ Hut  the Ohm.ryhlo
Lrothiers suspected | the  slory, and, when
Ttalpn saw ey were' determined to: hipin
Ninholig protect Smike, he' wag atrpid tn
&0 any rfurther! ywith tho plan. . Bu. he
slnothercd hly rage foro the ‘time belni
and neapwhile o mopt Impaitant . thing
Lippencd (o Nisholpg=he fell In lovey o

Uhe way It eme &boutwaa this; Thpro’
Wik o mon pamed Brayy who hadbeen
nrresied for deht, And Wod allownd to Lyg
anly In a cortaln) gtreot unden the gusps
diatghlp of e }nl]m‘. W. I.Jlll Wia the’

A

tid

18 wlte's) mongdr| onjraco drlng ot

h‘iw Jn Luglnhd thun'_'.\

money ! lie Tad Ulve

Ing plutures,

for! chnrlly
‘lova witn \Inl.lt!'llnu Brivy.

lier, | howeaver... Theroe w
named 'Gride; olmost o8

f ‘would. be) a/fine thing! to

Ralph Nickldby was one
wiis keeping Mr. Bmy
him_ marry, Madbline. 1
,{ant freel [Ralph, for
gome /of the monay th

kn w should be Madeline!
It was: ..'l prctr.y plun,

Tonrl)) lliuunse. i

Ho ‘was 1ol the only one whnfn: mi

‘this getithls fortune intd his hat

[Gride went to himidnd: gl

on-

thiz only-l duughtm-. iy lovely glrl nAmed
\ludatluo conld enrni by palnting and dell-
The Cheeryble brathera lind
Aedrnod of thelr, poverty, for it was hard
for Madellne'to ilnrl purchaners, and they
CE Nchola.s to buy gomne 0f Uho pletures,
He was td pretond) o bz o dealer; so'that
Miaeline would nol! suspect {twns dono,
Nioliolng went mote ' thon!
.once and doon had!fallen vury much 1n

d..

a8 nnloldimdn’
‘stingy ng Ralph

‘Nicklety, who hml‘dlnccvnred aceldentilly’ |
‘thatin large sum of money rerlly helotiged:|.
to. Mndallng wvhich 'Ehe | and oyl eather!
know. nothing ‘absut and he'tHought!|1t

morry N md

of. thn men
nd so.

D
‘Braoy . m his

dn.ughtur ALY ‘that ola’ milanr ha  waa''to

{s Rhare, \was to
¢ old-man Grlda
e

and ll. nlﬁ. sed

gl tor Mudel]nu 1o
MLy he hmnc “ofd! Gride; und anifree
ek fither At aigthiIn]
glie thought it her duts’ to har
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